St Gregory the Great Catholic Church

A parish in the Catholic Diocese of Clifton
10 St James’ Square, Cheltenham, GL50 3PR

7 01242 523737

™ cheltenham.stgregorythegreat@cliftondiocese.com

The parish office is open Monday to Friday, 9:00am till 1:00pm

Visit our website: stgregorys.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/ParishStGregoryCheltenham

Parish Priest: Rev. Canon David Mills vr

Permanent Deacon: Rev. John Andrews

Parish Administrator: Michael Burnell

Liturgy this Week
Ordinary Time - Week 17
Sunday, 26t July 9:30am
Family Mass
Mae & Pat Wallace RIP
Seventeenth Sunday | 11.15am

in Ordinary Time

Collection: Bishops Charitable Fund

Solemn Sung Mass

Leonard George Brown RIP
5:00pm

James Anthony & Bridget Kerr RIP

Confessions & Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament

Each Saturday morning after Mass from
10:00am - 10:30am

Arranging a Baptism
Congratulations on the birth of your baby.

In the first instance you will need to speak
with Canon Mills after Mass. Parents need
to attend a preparation course prior to
the Baptism.

Holy Rosary
The holy rosary is prayed in Church

each Friday evening at 5:00pm

Arranging a Wedding
Congratulations on your engagement.
To arrange a wedding speak with Canon
Mills after Mass. Couples need to give at
least six months’ notice of their intention
to get married.

Monday, 27t July 9:30am
Weekday in Ordinary Time George Henry & Elizabeth John RIP
Tuesday, 28t July 9:30am
Weekday in Ordinary Time | For one who is sick
Wednesday, 29t July 9:30am
Memorial of Ss Martha, Mary | Jim Wells RIP
and Lazarus
Thursday, 30t July 9:30am
Weekday in Ordinary Time | For one who is sick
Friday, 31st July 9:30am
Memorial of St Ignatius Debbie & Paul Boyce
Loyola, Priest 50th Wedding Anniversary
Saturday, 1st August 9:30am
Memorial of St Alphonsus | Albert Power RIP
Mary Liguori, Bishop, Doctor
of the Church
Sunday, 2rd August 9:30am
Family Mass
Eighteenth Sunday g’;(:);%i Zemy & Elizabeth John RIP
in OI”dinary Time Solemn Sung Mass
Lyn Nightingale RIP
5:00pm
People of the Parish

Safeguarding

Our parish operates in accordance with
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance, and
both National and Diocesan policies &

procedures at all times. Our Parish
Safeguarding Representative is Owen
Holbrook and, can be contacted at:
psr.cheltenham.stgregorythegreat
@cliftondiocese.com.

Our sanctuary lamps are burning this week in memory of:
Sanctuary: Deceased family and friends of the Teesdale family
Our Lady Chapel: Margaret McDonald RIP

Sacrament of the Sick
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one is
admitted to either Cheltenham General, or
Gloucester Royal hospital and would like
to receive the Sacrament of the Sick,
please ask for the hospital chaplaincy
team on 0300 422 2222. The Sacrament
of the Sick brings strength, peace and
comfort, making present Christ’s healing
love for those who are unwell.
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Second Collection - Bishops Charitable Fund
This Sunday, a second collection will be taken at all

Masses for the Bishops Charitable Fund. The annual
collection for the Bishop’s Charitable Fund enables
the Bishop to respond to the many charitable causes
that appeal to him. This money, in a way, is ‘us’
reaching out to the little causes we never hear about.
It enables the Bishop to be charitable on behalf of the
Diocese and to respond both immediately and at his
discretion to those who seek his help.

The Well Pregnancy Choices Centre
The Well Pregnancy Choices Centre, a Christian-based

charity, supports women and couples facing crisis
pregnancies and also offers post-abortion support.
They are currently looking for volunteers, trustees, and
prayer supporters, with full training provided. To find
out more or join their prayer WhatsApp group, contact
Helen on 07988 726631 or by email at:

centremanager @thewellpregnancychoicescentre.co.uk

55 Club

Join us on Thursday, 30 July for a morning with
Cheltenham’s MP, Max Wilkinson. The meeting
begins at 10.00am in the Old Priory with coffee, cake
and conversation. This is an excellent opportunity to
hear about life in Westminster, discuss local issues,
and ask questions. New members and guests are
warmly welcome. For further information, contact
Stellaon 01242 511371.

Meet and Eat for Teenagers (13+)

All teenagers (13+) are invited to our monthly Meet
and Eat evening on Saturday 1 August, from
6.30pm at the OIld Priory. Come along to catch up
with friends, share food, and enjoy a relaxed and fun
time together.

Sunday refreshments
Please note that refreshments will currently not be

available during August after the 11:15am Mass due to
lack of volunteers to support this.

Lourdes Cycle Pilgrimage
Parishioner David Mulcahy is undertaking a personal

pilgrimage by bicycle from Caen to Lourdes, a
journey of approximately 800 miles, to visit the
Sanctuary of Our Lady. As a member of the St Vincent
de Paul Society (SVP), David is hoping to raise funds
to support its vital work assisting those who are
poor, vulnerable, and in need. If you would like to
support David’s fundraising effort, he will be at the
back of the church after Masses. Donations can also
be made online through his fundraising page:
Support David Mulcahy's Lourdes Cycle Pilgrimage

Marriage Support
Retrouvaille offers hope and support for couples

facing difficulties in their marriage. Next programme
is from 2-4 October. Tel: 07887 296983 LINK

Diocese Vacancies - Schools and Colleges

The Department for Schools & Colleges have asked us
to promote the current vacancies within our Catholic
schools and trusts. In particular, applications are
invited for a number of Finance vacancies with the
Newman Catholic Trust. These roles offer an
opportunity to support Catholic education and
contribute to the mission of our schools. For details of
these and other current opportunities across the
Diocese, please visit the following link: VACANCIES
Please feel free to share this information with anyone
who may be interested.

Gift Aid - Make Your Giving Go Further

Did you know that if you are a UK taxpayer, Gift Aid
allows our parish to receive an additional 25p
from HM Revenue & Customs for every £1 you
donate, at no extra cost to you? Gift Aid is one of the
simplest and most effective ways to support the
Church’s mission. By completing a Gift Aid
declaration, your regular and one-off donations can
be increased significantly, helping to fund parish
ministries, maintain our church buildings, and
support the pastoral work of the parish. If you are not
yet enrolled in Gift Aid and pay sufficient UK Income
Tax or Capital Gains Tax, we warmly encourage you
to consider joining the scheme. It costs you nothing,
but it makes a real difference to the parish. For
further information about Gift Aid, or if your
circumstances have changed, please contact the
Parish Office. Every gift matters—and with Gift
Aid, your generosity goes even further.

Stitch & Pray
Our next Stitch & Pray meeting will take place on

Saturday 1 August, from 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm in the
Old Priory. If you're in town, do drop in for a cuppa
and see the progress we're making on our colourful
Care Leavers' Hug Rug project. Everyone is warmly
welcome.

Upcoming Safeguarding Event
The South West Ecumenical Safeguarding Forum

(SWESF), in partnership with First Light, is hosting a
free Survivor Support & Information Event on
Tuesday, 11 August 2026. This event provides a
safe, supportive, and informative space for anyone
who has been affected by abuse. SWESF is a regional
collaboration working to promote safeguarding
across Christian churches and faith communities
throughout the South West of England. First Light is
a specialist UK charity that supports and empowers
people affected by domestic abuse, sexual violence,
and church-related abuse. If you have been affected
by abuse, you are warmly invited to attend. Further
information and free registration are available via
Eventbrite Free Survivor Support & Information
Event Tickets
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St Gregory’s Parish Projects 2027

Following a recent meeting of the Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC), the council has agreed to introduce a
new approach to supporting charitable causes.

Each year, parishioners will be invited to nominate a
charity for the parish to support in the following
calendar year. Nominations should include a brief
written application explaining why the charity should
be chosen. The PPC will then shortlist two or three
charities. Each nominator will be invited to give a short
presentation after Mass and may also host a table in
The 0ld Priory to promote their charity.

The congregation will then vote on the shortlisted
charities, with the voting process to be confirmed. The
charity receiving the most support will become the
parish charity for the following calendar year. The
sponsor of the chosen charity will also be invited to
suggest fundraising events and activities.

Further details about this new approach will be shared
in the coming weeks.

Franciscan Pilgrimage

This year marks the 800th anniversary of the death
of St Francis of Assisi, commemorated by a special
year declared by Pope Leo XIV. To mark the occasion,
the Diocese of Clifton is holding a walking pilgrimage
on Saturday 3 October 2026.

Pilgrims can join either:

e  Bristol - Clifton Cathedral, 10.30am (9 miles)

e (levedon - Immaculate Conception Church, 1.00pm
(6.4 miles)

Both routes will meet at St Francis of Assisi Church,
Nailsea at around 4.30pm for prayer and
refreshments, followed by the 6.00pm Vigil Mass. For
details and registration, visit Franciscan Pilgrimage

Recent Fundraising Appeal
C. Turner successfully completed the Yr Wyddfa

(Snowdon) Sunrise Hike on 13 June in aid of The
Passage, a Catholic homeless charity. Sponsorship
donations can be left in an envelope through the
presbytery door or made online viaJustGiving.
Please include your name so your pledge can be
recorded. Thank you for your support. Total raised to
be announced soon.

Of your charity, pray for the souls of Julian McDonald,
Pauline Downing, Mikey Jaynes, Daniel Hulbert,
Patrick McCormack and Jean Bevan who have recently
died. May they rest in Peace.

Remember in your prayers those whose
anniversaries occur this week: Baby Leon Tafelski
and Maria Sandra Rispi Bassanino.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on
us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, Solemn Mass
the Father almighty, Credo I1I - No 503
maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, (bow) and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

[ believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of
sins, and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come.

Amen
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Sunday, 26 July 2026
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Entrance Antiphon
God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in
his house; he himself gives might and strength to his people.

Collect

O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in
abundance your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as
our ruler and guide, we may use the good things that pass in
such a way as to hold fast even now to those that ever
endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for
ever and ever.

First reading 1 Kings 3:5-6a, 7-12

In those days: The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night, and God said, ‘Ask what | shall give you.’ And Solomon
said, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in
place of David my father, although | am but a little child. | do
not know how to go out or come in. And your servantis in the
midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people,
too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. Give your
servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your
people, that | may discern between good and evil, for who is
able to govern this your great people?’

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God
said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not
asked for yourself long life, or riches, or the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, behold, | now do according to your
word. Behold, | give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 119(118)
R: O Lord, how I love your law!

You, O Lord, are my portion;

| have promised to obey your words.

The law from your mouth means more to me
than large quantities of silver and gold. R

Let your merciful love console me

by your promise to your servant.
Show me compassion, that | may live,
for your law is my delight. R

That is why | love your commands
more than finest gold,
why I rule my life by your precepts,
and hate false ways. R

Your decrees are wonderful indeed;
therefore my soul obeys them.

The unfolding of your word gives light,
and understanding to the simple. R

Second reading Romans 8:28-30

Brothers and Sisters: We know that for those who love God
all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,
in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers and sisters. And those whom he predestined he
also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia. | thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little
children. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 13:44-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown
into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was
full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good
into vessels but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
‘Have you understood all these things?’ They said to him,
‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a
house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
isold’

Prayer over the Offerings

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings which we bring from
the abundance of your gifts, that through the powerful
working of your grace these most sacred mysteries may
sanctify our present way of life and lead us to eternal
gladness. Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits.
Or:

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.

Prayer after Communion

We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament, the
perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son; grant, we
pray, that this gift, which he himself gave us with love
beyond all telling, may profit us for salvation. Through
Christ our Lord.

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations from The
English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. Psalm responses are from Abbey
Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB.



