
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 St Gregory the Great Catholic Church 
A parish in the Catholic Diocese of Clifton 

10 St James’ Square, Cheltenham, GL50 3PR 
 ☏ 01242 523737 ✉ cheltenham.stgregorythegreat@cliftondiocese.com 

The parish office is open Monday to Friday, 9:00am till 1:00pm 

 Visit our website: stgregorys.org.uk 

 Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/ParishStGregoryCheltenham 

   

 Parish Priest: Rev. Canon David Mills VF Permanent Deacon: Rev. John Andrews 

 Parish Administrator: Michael Burnell 

Liturgy this Week 

Ordinary Time – Week 18 

Sunday, 2nd August 

 

Eighteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 

9:30am 
Family Mass 

George Henry & Elizabeth John RIP 
11:15am 
Solemn Sung Mass 

Lyn Nightingale RIP 
5:00pm 
People of the Parish 

Monday, 3rd August 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9:30am 
Private Intention 

Tuesday, 4th August 
Memorial of St John Mary 

Vianney, Priest 

9:30am 
Yvonne Dolan RIP 

Wednesday, 5th August   
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

No Morning Mass 

9:30am 
Liturgy of the word with exposition 
of the blessed sacrament and 
benediction 

Thursday, 6th August 
Feast of The Transfiguration 

9:30am 
The Sanctity of Life 

Friday, 7th August 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

9:30am 
Joan Frois RIP 
11:30am 
Funeral Service for Pauline 
Downing 

Saturday, 8th August 
Memorial of St Dominic, Priest 

9:30am 

Holy Souls 

Sunday, 9th August 

 

Nineteenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 

 
 

9:30am 
Family Mass 

Rita Peelo RIP 
11:15am 
Solemn Sung Mass 

Jean Bevan RIP 
5:00pm 
People of the Parish 

Our sanctuary lamps are burning this week in memory of: 
 Sanctuary: Tadeusz (Ted) and Halina Marczak RIP 
Our Lady Chapel: Deceased family and friends of the Teesdale family 

Safeguarding 
Our parish operates in accordance with 
Statutory Safeguarding Guidance, and 
both National and Diocesan policies & 

procedures at all times. Our Parish 
Safeguarding Representative is Owen 

Holbrook and, can be contacted at: 
psr.cheltenham.stgregorythegreat 

@cliftondiocese.com. 

Sacrament of the Sick  
Hospital Visits: If you or a loved one is 

admitted to either Cheltenham General, or 
Gloucester Royal hospital and would like 

to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, 
please ask for the hospital chaplaincy 

team on 0300 422 2222. The Sacrament 
of the Sick brings strength, peace and 

comfort, making present Christ’s healing 
love for those who are unwell. 

Arranging a Baptism 
Congratulations on the birth of your baby. 
In the first instance you will need to speak 
with Canon Mills after Mass. Parents need 

to attend a preparation course prior to 
the Baptism. 

Arranging a Wedding 
Congratulations on your engagement. 
To arrange a wedding speak with Canon 
Mills after Mass.  Couples need to give at 
least six months’ notice of their intention 

to get married. 

 

Holy Rosary 
The holy rosary is prayed in Church 

each Friday evening at 5:00pm 
Friday at 5:00 – 6:00pm 

Confessions & Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

Each Saturday morning after Mass from 
10:00am - 10:30am 
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The Well Pregnancy Choices Centre 
The Well Pregnancy Choices Centre, a Christian-based 
charity, supports women and couples facing crisis 
pregnancies and also offers post-abortion support. 
They are currently looking for volunteers, trustees, and 
prayer supporters, with full training provided. To find 
out more or join their prayer WhatsApp group, contact 
Helen on 07988 726631 or by email at: 
centremanager@thewellpregnancychoicescentre.co.uk 
 
Sunday refreshments  
Please note that refreshments will currently not be 
available during August after the 11:15am Mass due to 
lack of volunteers to support this. 
 
Holy Father’s Prayer Intention – August 2026 
For evangelization in the city: Let us pray that in 
large cities often marked by anonymity and 
loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, 
discovering creative paths to build community. 
 
Lourdes Cycle Pilgrimage 
Parishioner David Mulcahy is undertaking a personal 
pilgrimage by bicycle from Caen to Lourdes, a 
journey of approximately 800 miles, to visit the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady. As a member of the St Vincent 
de Paul Society (SVP), David is hoping to raise funds 
to support its vital work assisting those who are 
poor, vulnerable, and in need. If you would like to 
support David’s fundraising effort, he will be at the 
back of the church after Masses. Donations can also 
be made online through his fundraising page: 
Support David Mulcahy's Lourdes Cycle Pilgrimage 
 
Adviser for Evangelisation and Mission 
The Diocese of Clifton is seeking a committed, 
enthusiastic person to support parishes in 
evangelisation, faith formation and outreach, 
working with the Director on projects promoting the 
Bishop’s vision. This is a full-time role with Core 
office hours being: 9am–4.30pm. Further 
information and the application form are available 
here: https://cliftondiocese.com/diocese/working-for-us/. 

Closing date: 28 August 2026. Please send 
applications to Sarah.Adams@cliftondiocese.com. 
For an informal conversation, contact Sarah Adams 
on 0117 902 5595. 
 
The Book Club 
At the next meeting on Monday, 10 August, we will 
gather for Lectio Divina, the prayerful reading of 
Scripture, using Matthew 14:22-33 as our text. 
All are very welcome 
 
Marriage Support 
Retrouvaille offers hope and support for couples 
facing difficulties in their marriage. Next programme 
is from 2–4 October.  Tel: 07887 296983 LINK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Safeguarding Event 
The Southwest Ecumenical Safeguarding Forum 
(SWESF), in partnership with First Light, is hosting a 
free Survivor Support & Information Event on 
Tuesday, 11 August 2026. This event provides a 
safe, supportive, and informative space for anyone 
who has been affected by abuse. SWESF is a regional 
collaboration working to promote safeguarding 
across Christian churches and faith communities 
throughout the Southwest of England. First Light is a 
specialist UK charity that supports and empowers 
people affected by domestic abuse, sexual violence, 
and church-related abuse. If you have been affected 
by abuse, you are warmly invited to attend. Further 
information and free registration are available via 
Eventbrite Free Survivor Support & Information 
Event Tickets, 
 
Upcoming Event – Next Organ Recital 
The next organ recital by Dr August Guan will be on 
Saturday 5 September at 2:00pm and is 
entitled Les apothéoses,  featuring music by 
Geminiani and Couperin with all pieces arranged for 
baroque organ by August Guan. As usual, entry is free 
with a retiring collection. 
 
 

 
 

The Holy Land, whilst it has the roots of Christianity 
steeped deep in the region, the modern reality tells a story 
of misery and hardship for the Christians who live there. 
 

• The Christian population in Bethlehem, the 
birthplace of Christ, continues to fall. 

• There is a healthcare crisis with Christian 
hospitals and clinics reporting shortages of 
medicine, clean water, and electricity, in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

• 48% of Christian youth in the Holy Land are 
considering emigration, 
citing fear, discrimination, and lack of 
opportunity and future in the Holy Land. 
 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in The 
Holy Land. 
 
Your generosity will give urgent assistance to Christian 
families in Jerusalem, the West Bank, northern Israel, and 
Jordan. A gift today will provide immediate relief as well as 
offer support to long-term projects so that Christian 
families may continue to remain in the homeland.  
 
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) has an emergency appeal 
for Christians in The Holy Land. acnuk.org/holy-land-
appeal. And if you want to support ACN and take action as 
a volunteer, in support of suffering Christians, contact 
Steve Riedlinger, Community Fundraiser for ACN at 
steve.riedlinger@acnuk.org or 07939362479 
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Franciscan Pilgrimage 
This year marks the 800th anniversary of the death 
of St Francis of Assisi, commemorated by a special 
year declared by Pope Leo XIV. To mark the occasion, 
the Diocese of Clifton is holding a walking pilgrimage 
on Saturday 3 October 2026.  
Pilgrims can join either:  

• Bristol – Clifton Cathedral, 10.30am (9 miles) 

• Clevedon – Immaculate Conception Church, 1.00pm 
(6.4 miles) 

Both routes will meet at St Francis of Assisi Church, 
Nailsea at around 4.30pm for prayer and 
refreshments, followed by the 6.00pm Vigil Mass. For 
details and registration, visit Franciscan Pilgrimage 
 
Living Simply! 
Parishioners may remember Bishop Bosco 
presenting the parish with the CAFOD “Live Simply” 
award. As part of the award process, we highlighted 
the planting of a number of lavender plants in the 
Presbytery garden, intended to encourage 
pollinators. In the last few weeks, we have seen 
scores of bees happily harvesting pollen from the 
lavender flowers. It is good when a plan works out 
well. 
 
Of your charity, pray for the souls of Julian McDonald, 
Mikey Jaynes, Daniel Hulbert, Patrick McCormack and 
Jean Bevan who have recently died. May they rest in 
Peace.  
 
Remember in your prayers those whose 
anniversaries occur this week: Brian Newman, 
Zillah Gates, John Stimpson, Deirdre Turner and 
Patricia Wild. 
 

 
 St Gregory’s Parish Projects 2027 

Following a recent meeting of the Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC), the council has agreed to introduce a 
new approach to supporting charitable causes. 
 
Each year, parishioners will be invited to nominate a 
charity for the parish to support in the following 
calendar year. Nominations should include a brief 
written application explaining why the charity should 
be chosen. The PPC will then shortlist two or three 
charities. Each nominator will be invited to give a short 
presentation after Mass and may also host a table in 
The Old Priory to promote their charity. 
 
The congregation will then vote on the shortlisted 
charities, with the voting process to be confirmed. The 
charity receiving the most support will become the 
parish charity for the following calendar year. The 
sponsor of the chosen charity will also be invited to 
suggest fundraising events and activities. 
 
Further details about this new approach will be shared 
in the coming weeks. 

 

Nicene Creed  
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
   I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, 
Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, (bow) and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead and his kingdom will have no end.   
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
    I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins, and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 

 Solemn Mass 
Credo III - No 503 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people 

of good will.  
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 
us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

CCTV operates 24 hours a day for public safety, 
property protection and crime prevention. 

For enquiries, call 01242 523737. 
------------------------------------------------ 

An induction loop system is available in Church. 
Please switch your hearing aid to the ‘T’ position 

https://www.pilgrimways.org.uk/a-franciscan-pilgrimage-in-the-diocese-of-clifton


 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations from The 
English translation of the Lectionary for Mass © 2023 Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Bishops’ Conference of Scotland. Psalm responses are from Abbey 

Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. 
 

Sunday, 2 August 2026 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make haste to 
help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not 
delay. 
 
Collect 
Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their 
prayers with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory 
in you as their Creator and guide, you may restore what 
you have created and keep safe what you have restored. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. 
 
First reading  Isaiah 55:1-3 
Thus says the Lord: ‘Come, everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price.  Why do you spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 
Responsorial Psalm   Ps 145 (144)                                                 
℟: You open your hand and fulfil us, O Lord. 
 
The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in mercy. 
How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. ℟ 
 
The eyes of all look to you, 
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand and satisfy 
the desire of every living thing. ℟ 
 
The Lord is just in all his ways, 
and holy in all his deeds. 
The Lord is close to all who call him, 
who call on him in truth. ℟ 
 
 
Second reading Romans 8:35, 37-39 
Brothers and Sisters: Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                   
Alleluia, alleluia. One does not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel  Matthew 14:13-21 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
At that time: When Jesus heard of the death of John the 
Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a desolate place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him 
on foot from the towns. When he went ashore he saw a 
great crowd, and he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples 
came to him and said, ‘This is a desolate place, and the 
day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.’ But Jesus said, 
‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ 
They said to him, ‘We have only five loaves here and two 
fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they 
took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 
And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Graciously sanctify these gifts, O Lord, we pray, and, 
accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice, make of 
us an eternal offering to you. Through Christ our Lord 
 
Communion Antiphon 
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed 
with all delights and sweetness in every taste. 
Or: 
I am the bread of life, says the Lord; whoever comes to 
me will not hunger and whoever believes in me will not 
thirst. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Accompany with constant protection, O Lord, those you 
renew with these heavenly gifts and, in your never-failing 
care for them, make them worthy of eternal redemption. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

 


