St Gregory the Great Catholic Church

A parish in the Catholic Diocese of Clifton
10 St James’ Square, Cheltenham, GL50 3PR
75 01242 523737 & cheltenham.stgregorythegreat@cliftondiocese.com

The parish office is open Monday to Friday, 9:00am till 1:00pm
Visit our website: stgregorys.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/ParishStGregoryCheltenham

Parish Priest: Rev. Canon David MillsvF ~ Permanent Deacon: Rev. John Andrews
Parish Administrator: Michael Burnell
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Second Collection - Peter’s Pence

This Sunday, a second collection will be taken at all
Masses for Peter’s Pence. The Peters Pence Collection
unites us in solidarity to the Holy See and its works
of charity to those in need. Your generosity allows the
Pope to respond to our suffering brothers and sisters
with promptness, love, and compassion, so God’s
people will not feel alone in their time of misfortune.

St Gregory’s Choral Scholarships 2026/2027

The parish is offering choral scholarships for young
Sopranos, Altos, Tenors and Basses (ages 14-18).
Scholars will sing with the 11.15am Mass choir,
joining at least eight services and weekly Friday
rehearsals each term, plus a small number of
additional performances. Recent highlights include
Fauré’s Requiem, Allegri’s Miserere, and a traditional
Nine Lessons and Carols. The scholarship is £200 per
term (£600 total) and provides excellent experience
for developing singers, especially those considering
future choral scholarships. Awards run for all three
terms, subject to commitment and attendance.
Applicants need not be Catholic but should be
respectful of the parish’s liturgy. How to apply:
Complete the online form via the link on the home page
of the parish website by Friday 10 July. Shortlisted
candidates will audition on Saturday 25 July,
performing a solo piece, a short sight-reading test, and
an informal chat with the Director of Music. For more
information, contact Rebecca German, Director of
Music: Click Here. A form can also be requested via the
parish office.

RCIA - Journey in Faith
The RCIA Journey in Faith programme offers monthly

sessions for those wishing to grow in their faith or
consider becoming part of the Catholic Church, with
adult reception typically taking place at Easter. Feel
free to join us and invite someone who might like to
come.

Safeguarding Volunteer role
The Diocesan Safeguarding Committee is seeking a

dedicated and experienced volunteer with a
background in social work to join the Risk Allegation
Review Meeting panel. This is a vital role
contributing to the safeguarding and wellbeing of
individuals within our Diocesan community. More
information about the role is available on the
Diocesan website:

https://cliftondiocese.com/diocese /working-for-us/

55 Club Social

Graham Wheeler will speak on “The History of
Medicine”. Please join us in The Old Priory on
Thursday, 2 July at 10am for coffee and cake. The
talk runs from 10.45am to 11.30am. New members
and guests are welcome. For more information, call
Stellaon 01242 511371.

Clifton Diocese Trustee

The Diocese is seeking a new Trustee to strengthen
the Board’s skills. Applicants should have strong
governance knowledge and experience in change
management or transformation. This voluntary role
involves one 4-hour Board meeting about eight times
a year on Wednesdays at 9.30 am in Bristol, plus
membership of at least one sub-committee meeting
six times a year. Preparation time is required, and
Trustees typically give around 8 hours per month
plus travel. Training and travel expenses are
provided. Expressions of interest, with a
recommendation from your Parish Priest, should be
sent to the Bishop’s Office via Alessia Dini, St
Ambrose, North Rd, Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 3PW,
or by email to Alessia.Dini@cliftondiocese.com by 30
June 2026.

Sunday refreshments -Volunteers needed

We hope that everyone enjoys coming through to the
Old Priory for refreshments, but we need more
helpers at both the 9.30am and 11:15am Sunday
Masses. One of our regular 9.30am teams will be
stepping down in August. It is not a difficult task and
contributes to the life of the Parish. Please consider
helping - For more information, please contact the
office or email: jjze.willson@blueyonder.co.uk

Foundation Governor Vacancy
St Thomas More Catholic Primary School is seeking

new Foundation Governors. Working as part of a
committed governing body, Foundation Governors
help ensure that pupils receive a high-quality
education rooted in the mission and values of the
Catholic Church. Our governors are drawn from all
three Cheltenham parishes and bring a wide range of
experience and perspectives. For more information,
please visit: www.st-thomasmore.gloucs.sch.uk/our-
governors or contact Cathy Hipkiss, Chair of
Governors, at chair@st-thomasmore.gloucs.sch.uk.

People’s Emergency Briefing Film
A free 50-minute documentary screening will take

place in the Old Priory on Tuesday 30 June at 7pm,
followed by a panel discussion including Cheltenham
Borough Council’'s Cabinet Member for Climate
Emergency. Bishop John Arnold says the film “lays
bare how serious the climate and nature crisis is...
and the need to come together to respond.” Suitable
for ages 16+. For more information contact: Martin
Davis 01242 244182 or by email at:
cheltlaudatosicircle@gmail.com. Booking essential:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peoples-
emergency-briefing-film-and-discussion-tickets-
1989118243211
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Meet and Eat for Teenagers (13+)

All teenagers (13+) are invited to our monthly Meet
and Eat evening on Saturday 4 July, from 6.30pm at
the Old Priory. Come along to catch up with friends,
share food, and enjoy a relaxed and fun time together.

Children’s Liturgy Volunteers Needed

We are looking for more volunteers to support
Children’s Liturgy at the 9:30am Sunday Mass. No
experience needed—just a willingness to help
children grow in their faith. If you are interested,
please speak to the team after Mass or contact the
parish office. Even a small commitment can make a
big difference.

Sacrament of the Sick - Hospital Visits

Ifyou or aloved one is admitted to either Cheltenham
General, or Gloucester Royal hospital and would like
to receive the Sacrament of the Sick, please ask for
the hospital chaplaincy team on 0300 422 2222. The
Sacrament of the Sick brings strength, peace and
comfort, making present Christ's healing love for
those who are unwell. Please remember all who are
sick in your prayers.

Book Club

The Book Club meets at 7:00 pm on the first and
third Mondays of each month. At the next meeting
on Monday, 6 July, we will gather for Lectio Divina,
the prayerful reading of Scripture, using Matthew
13:1-23 as our text. On Monday, 20 July, we will
discuss Pope Leo’s homily delivered at the Basilica of
the Sagrada Familia on 20 June
(https://tinyurl.com/5ed3rb8m), which participants
are asked to read in advance. All are very welcome!

St James Chapel - Pilgrimage Walk

Following the great success of last year’s pilgrimage,
it will be held again on Saturday, 25 July, the Feast
of St James. Full details, along with the (essential)
registration form, can be found on the Parish website.
Mass will be celebrated at St James at midday,
following a three-hour walk from St Gregory’s (with
shorter route options also available).

Of your charity, pray for the souls of Michael Slevin
and Francis Smith who have recently died. May they
rest in Peace.

Remember in your prayers those whose
anniversaries occur this week: Elaine Pearce, Mary
Kelly, David McNamee, Eugene Jemetta, Paquita
Lafman-Jaeger, Kay Middleton, Arthur Campbell
Thomas McCabe, Keith Caudle, Giedre Heslop, John
Foley, Margaret Cotterill and Alison Perry.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on
us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our
prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Nicene Creed

[ believe in one God, Solemn Mass
the Father almighty, Credo III - No 503
maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, (bow) and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of
sins, and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come.

Amen
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Sunday, 28 June 2026
Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul (A)

Entrance Antiphon

These are the ones who, living in the flesh, planted the Church
with their blood; they drank the chalice of the Lord and
became the friends of God.

Collect

O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul
give us the noble and holy joy of this day, grant, we pray, that
your Church may in all things follow the teaching of those
through whom she received the beginnings of right religion.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

Firstreading Acts 12:1-11

In those days: Herod the king laid violent hands on some who
belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of John
with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him
in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the
people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him
was made to God by the church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the
prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and
a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke
him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his hands.
And the angel said to him, ‘Dress yourself and put on your
sandals.’ And he did so. And he said to him, ‘Wrap your cloak
round you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him.
He did not know that what was being done by the angel was
real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they had
passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron
gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord,
and they went out and went along one street, and immediately
the angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now
lam sure thatthe Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from
the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 34(33)
R: From all my terrors the Lord set me free.

[ will bless the Lord at all times,

praise of him is always in my mouth.

In the Lord my soul shall make its boast;
the humble shall hear and be glad. R

Glorify the Lord with me;

together let us praise his name.

| sought the Lord, and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. R

Look towards him and be radiant;

let your faces not be abashed.

This lowly one called; the Lord heard,
and rescued him from all his distress. R

The angel of the Lord is encamped
around those who fear him, to rescue them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed the man who seeks refuge in him. R

Second reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18

Beloved: | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and
the time of my departure has come. | have fought the good
fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, willaward to me on that day, and not
only to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing.

The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles
might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord
will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into
his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia. You are Peter, and on this rock, | will build my
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 16:13-19

Areading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

At that time: When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
He said to them, ‘But who do you say that | am?’ Simon Peter
replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And
Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
whoisin heaven. And | tellyou, you are Peter, and on this rock,
I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
againstit. | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’

Prayer over the Offerings

May the prayer of the Apostles, O Lord, accompany the
sacrificial gift that we present to your name for consecration,
and may their intercession make us devoted to you in
celebration of the sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord.

Communion Antiphon

Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God. And Jesus replied: You are Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my Church.

Prayer after Communion

Grant us, O Lord, who have been renewed by this Sacrament,
so to live in the Church, that, perseveringin the breaking of the
Bread and in the teaching of the Apostles, we may be one
heart and one soul, made steadfast in your love. Through
Christ our Lord.
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